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23,000 acres of high level land in the Bari Doab.
The lower Bari Doab canal irrigated the area, but
the tract which he wanted could only be watered
by lift,

** Hitherto, in the grants made to him, the land
was his own provided he fulfilled the conditions,
but in this instance the stipulations were that, at
the end of three years, he would return the land to
the Government fully equipped with the necessary
irrigation channels and machinery in order that it
might be available for colonisation to the returned
soJdiers,"

It was a daring venture, and to the Government
it appeared too good to be true. The Financial
Commissioner, Sir John Maynard is said to have had
long consultations with the Lieutenant-Governor.
For some time thsy vacillated and considered the
scheme so fantastic that they wanted to save Ganga
Ram from himself. But the veteran of Gangapur
stood firm in his resolve* Perhaps in normal times
his proposals would have met with the fate of the
project, but this time it was the Govern-
ti&t had put itself in a tight corner. Necessity
fiwrttMally knows no kw, and they finally decided
to let Ganga Ram have his way.

With so short a Imm before him, and expendi-
ture on equipment which was estimated to amount
6 several kcs of rupees, Ganga Ram this time was,
to all appearances, riding for a fall But the Govern-
ment had not sufficiently estimated his great powers